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SUBJECT: FORMER LIBYAN PRIME MINISTER SEEKS ASYLUM IN EGYPT 

1. CAIRO DAILIES MAY 18 REPORTED THAT ABD AL-HAMID 
MUKHTAR AL-BAKUSH, LAST LIBYAN PM UNDER KING IDRISS, 
ARRIVED IN CAIRO PREVIOUS DAY SEEKING POLITICAL ASYLUM. 
LOCAL PRESS GIVES PROMINENT COVERAGE TO BAKUSH ARRIVAL 
AND RECEPTION AT AIRPORT BY DEP PM HAFIZ GHANIM. AT 
AIRPORT PRESS CONFERENCE, BAKUSH DEPLORED "ATMOSPHERE OE 
SADNESS" SPREADING OVER LIBYA AND REGRETTED THAT 

LAW NOT BEING APPLIED, BUT APPARENTLY DID NOT MENTION 
QADHAFI BY NAME. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS ACCOUNTS, BAKUSH DEPARTED LIBYA 
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"THREE MONTHS AGO" EOR LONDON, BUT ONLY REQUESTED ASYLUM 
FROM EGYPTIAN EMBASSY AETER EARLY APRIL EXECUTIONS IN 
LIBYA. PRES SADAT REPORTEDLY PERSONALLY GRANTED ASYLUM 
REQUEST. ARTICLES AVOID ANY MENTION OF ANY BAKUSH TIES 
WITH OTHER LIBYAN EXILES (MUHAYSHI OR EX-PM BAGHRIBI, 

FOR EXAMPLE) AND THERE NO SUGGESTION THAT BAKUSH TO 
INDULGE IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIY FOR LIBYAN NATIONAL GROUP 
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WHILE IN CAIRO. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY RECALLS THAT BAKUSH'S EARLIER 
APPOINTMENT AS PM WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED BY USG 
AND LIBYANS BECAUSE OF HIS EVIDENT LEADERSHIP QUALITIES. 
BAKUSH, FAR MORE NATIONALIST THAN ROYALIST, APPARENTLY 
NEVER SUEFERED AFTER QADHAFTS REVOLUTION EOR MISDEEDS 
UNDER ANCIENT REGIME. GOE MAY HOPE THAT LIBYAN EXILE OE 
BAKUSH'S STRIPE MAY PROVIDE EOCAL POINT LIBYAN EXILE 
MOVEMENT HAS LACKED UP TO PRESENT. (WE UNDERSTAND GOE 
NOW GIVEN UP ON ITS PREVIOUS EAVORITE, MUHAYSHI, WHO 
CONSIDERED LAZY AND AN INTELLECTUAL LIGHTWEIGHT.) 

PROMINENT PRESS COVERAGE OE BAKUSH ARRIVAL AND STUDIOUSLY 
STATEMANLIKE BAKUSH PRESS CONEERENCE SUGGEST THAT EGYPTIANS 
DO NOT INTEND FOR BAKUSH TO MERELY EADE AWAY. SINCE 
BAKUSH HAS CHOSEN TO MAKE POLITICAL GESTURE OE ASKING 
SADAT EOR ASYLUM AND HAS CHOSEN TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF IN CAIRO, 
IT APPEARS THAT HE HAS PERCEIVED SELE AS VIABLE EGYPTIAN- 
SPONSORED CANDIDATE FOR LIBYAN LEADERSHIP AND CONSIDERS TIME 
RIPE TO MAKE HIS MOVE. 
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